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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



. . The Spring meeting of the Commission of the 
International Peace Bureau will take place at Berne, 
Switzerland, on the 5th of May. This will be one of the 
most important meetings which the Commission has ever 
held, in view of the approaching Conference at The 
Hague. 

. . . The Reform Bureau of Washington, D. C, of 
which Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts is superintendent, makes 
"the substitution of arbitration and conciliation for both 
industrial and international wars" a part of its program. 
The Bureau is cooperating earnestly with other organiza- 
tions to promote the success of the Czar's Conference 
both in "reducing burdensome armaments" and in "es- 
tablishing a permanent Supreme Court of the United 
States of the World," 

... A vigorous editorial in the New England Maga- 
zine for December, entitled "Organize the World!", by 
Edwin D. Mead, has been reprinted inpamphet form and 
may be had at the Peace Crusade office, 1 Beacon St., 
Boston, at $1.50 per hundred copies. 

. . . Mr. Witte, the Russian Minister of Finance, is 
reported to have said: "If my colleagues in the War 
and Navy Departments make further demands upon me 
for their armies and their fleets, I shall simply invite 
them to read the rescript of our Emperor." 

... A dispute of sixteen years standing between Italy 
and Persia, which at one time caused a diplomatic rup- 
ture between the two countries, has finally been settled by 
arbitration. The arbitrators appointed by the King of 
Sweden, to whom the dispute was referred, have decided 
that the claims of Italy were groundless and have given 
the award in favor of Persia. 

... A banquet of the French Peace Societies was 
held at Paris on the first of Ma:ch, more than one hun- 
dred representatives of the different associations through- 
out France being present. 

... At Munich two thousand persons took part in a 
great meeting on the 8th of March, at which, after a 
number of fervid addresses, a resolution was voted in 
favor of disarmament. 

. . . The annual meeting of the Hungarian Peace So- 
ciety was held at Buda-Pesth on the 22d of February 
under the Presidency of the distinguished Hungarian 
author, Maurice Jokai. Strong action was taken, not 
only in favor of the initiative of the Czar but also 
against the duel as inimical to "internal, national and 
social peace." 

. . . Great activity is shown by the peace societies in 
Italy. A new peace journal, Pro Pace, has been started 
at Turin, and the question is being discussed of a gener- 
al Peace Secretaryship for the whole of Italy. The 
Press Association of Rome is holding a series of meet- 
ings in the interests of the proposition for disarmament. 

... In Holland a great peace meeting of from four to 
five thousand persons has been held at Amsterdam, in 
the Palace of Industry, at which many phases of the 
question of peace were discussed by distinguished 
speakers. 



. . . "How to make our Country Great and Glorious" 
is the title of a most valuable discourse, now in pamphlet, 
of Rev. J. T. Sunderland, Oakland California, in which 
he argues forcibly that America ought to take the lead 
among the nations in promoting the cause of peace. 

. . . Mr. Stead takes advantage of the Peace Crusade 
to belittle the non-resistants, and the work of the peace 
societies for the last eighty years — of which he knows 
practically nothing. Without the work of these societies 
no Czar's manifesto would ever have been issued, and 
Mr. Stead would not have had the pleasure of riding a 
wave which he had originally nothing to do with creat- 
ing. 

. . . The increase in the British army and navy esti- 
mates for the current year is about twenty-two million 
dollars, carrying the annual expense of the military 
establishment up to nearly two hundred and fifty mil- 
lion dollars. 

. . . The American Humane Education Society, the 
annual meeting of which was held last month in Boston, 
has now 36,148 bands of mercy, 4,167 new ones having 
been formed within the year, in different parts of the 
world. 

. . . Cecil Rhodes, the toughest imperialist of them 
all, 'says that the people of the United States are taking 
to imperialistic colonization "like mothers' milk." He 
prophecies that, for lack of islands, the United States 
will within a century take under their control "by force 
of arms" all the Western Hemisphere— except Cana- 
da ! I The pity of it is that we have too many people 
like Cecil here in our midst. 



The Voice of God to America. 

BY ELIZABETH E. FLAGG. 

I gathered your tribes together 

When ye were a little flock ; 
I fed you with wheat the finest, 

And honey out of the rock. 
My pillar of cloud before you, 

The guide of your wilderness road, 
1 led you in ways ye knew not, 

To reap where ye had not sowed. 

But was it for this, my people, 

I clave you a path through the sea, 
That ye might in turn be spoilers, 

And others may bow the knee ? 
An unknown god ye have chosen — 

Call him Destiny — or Greed ; 
Ye have learned a later gospel 

Than the fathers' outworn creed. 

So this is "the white man's burden"; 

Nor let it cause amaze, 
If judged by the Old World's judgments 

When ye run the Old World's ways ; 
In hate of peoples unwilling, 

In treasures of blood and gold, 
Ye shall pay the price with usury, 

To the utmost farthing told. 
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I made you my Angel of Freedom 

To open the gates of brass, 
And I throned you 'twixt the oceans 

For a bound no foe could pass. 
I gave you the keys of a kingdom 

That prophets had sought to find, 
And my singers had only dreamed of — 

It was yours to loose or bind. 

I set a name on your forehead 

That none of the nations knew ; 
I clothed you in robes of the morning, 

The red, the white and the blue. 
Shall the ghostly kings of Hades 

Low mutter, with hand on knee, 
'•Through thy lust of power and dominion 

Art thou even become as we" ? 

Will you change for their tattered purple 

Your mantle of crimson bars P 
For the tinsel crown of empire 

Will you tear from your brow the stars ? 
Or be in my hand through the ages 

For a diadem of praise ? 
I am God — and I sit in judgment 

At the parting of the ways. 

The Boston Transcript. 



THE COMING CONFERENCE AT THE HAGUE. 

The Czar's Original Rescript. 

THE SECOND CIRCULAR TO THE POWERS. 

The Peace Crusade in Europe and America. 

The Rescript. 

Issued by Count Muravieff, Russian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, on the 24th of August, 1898. 

The maintenance of general peace and a possible reduc- 
tion of the excessive armaments which weigh upon all 
nations present themselves, in the existing condition of 
the whole world, as the ideal towards which the endeavors 
of all governments should be directed. 

The humanitarian and magnanimous spirit of His 
Majesty the Emperor, my August Master, is wholly con- 
vinced of this view. 

In the conviction that this lofty aim is in conformity 
with the most essential interests and the legitimate wishes 
of all the Powers, the Imperial Government thinks the 
present moment would be very favorable for an inquiry, 
by means of international discussion, as to the most 
effective means of insuring to all the Peoples the benefits 
of a real and durable Peace, and, above all, of putting a 



limit to the progressive development of the present 
armaments. 

In the course of the last twenty years, the longings for 
general pacification have been particularly marked in the 
consciousness of the civilized nations. The preservation 
of peace has been put forward as the object of interna 
tional policy. It is in its name that the Great States have 
concluded between themselves powerful alliances. It is 
the better to guarantee peace that they have developed 
their military forces in proportions hitherto unknown, 
and still continue to increase them without shrinking 
from any sacrifice. 

But all these efforts have not yet been able to bring 
about the beneficent results of the pacification desired. 

The financial burdens, constantly increasing, strike at 
public prosperitj- at its very source. The intellectual 
and physical forces of the nations, and their labor and 
capital are, for the most part, diverted from their natu- 
ral application and unproductively consumed. Hundreds 
of millions are employed in procuring terrible engines of 
destruction, which, though to-day regarded as the su- 
preme attainment of science, are sure to-morrow to lose 
all value because of some new invention in this field. Na- 
tional culture, economic progress and the production of 
wealth are paralyzed or checked in development. 

So, too, in proportion as the armaments of each power 
increase, do they less and less fulfill the object which the 
governments have had in view. Economic crises, due in 
great part to the system of armament d outrance, and the 
continual danger which lies in this accumulation of war 
material, are transforming the armed peace of our days 
into a crushing burden which the peoples have more and 
more difficulty in bearing. It seems evident that if this 
state of things continues it will inevitably lead to the 
very cataclysm which it is desired to avert, the horrors 
of which, even in anticipation, cause every thinking man 
to tremble. 

To put an end to these incessant armaments, and to 
seek the means of warding off the calamities which 
threaten the whole world, is the supreme duty resting to- 
day upon all states. 

Filled with this idea, His Majesty the Emperor has 
been pleased to command me to propose to all the gov- 
ernments which have accredited Representatives at the 
Imperial Court, the meeting of a conference which shall 
take into consideration this grave problem. 

This conference will be, by the help of God, a happy 
presage for the century now about to open. It will 
unite, and thus greatly strengthen, the efforts of all those 
states which sincerely seek to make the great conception 
of Universal Peace triumph over the elements of trouble 
and discord. It will, at the same time, cement them to- 
gether by a joint consecration of the principles of equity 



